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From setting the UK technical standards to 
supporting new platforms, our membership joins up 
the entire digital TV ecosystem to provide a 
seamless experience for UK viewers, across all 
content, on all devices

DTG



To ensure digital television reaches its full potential 
by innovating with industry to deliver long-term 
growth, centred around an egalitarian vision that 
digital television is for ALL. 

Our mission



UK TV is a global success and has 
always punched above its weight. 
However, it is now in a process of 
re-shaping driven by:

Global streaming giants – huge 
financial power 

The creator economy – agility and 
building their own audiences

Artificial intelligence – potentially 
transformative

A seismic shift for TV



How quick is the move to streaming?

Source: BARB – viewing on TV sets only



In 2024 Ofcom outlined 3 options*:

Ofcom approaches for universal TV delivery

*https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/public-service-broadcasting/future-of-tv-distribution

02 
Reduce to a 
night light
Reducing DTT to 
a core service

03
Switch off
Move towards 
DTT switch-off in 
the longer term

01
Double down 
on DTT
Investment in a 
more efficient 
DTT service



Whichever option is chosen will have implications 
across the UHF band for TV and PMSE, as well as 
adjacent services such as DAB and IMT

Implications of approaches for universal TV 
delivery



UK Government has set up three industry working 
groups:

Future of TV distribution

TV Sector 
(UK Broadcasters and platforms)

Chair: Gill Hind, COO, 

Enders Analysis

Infrastructure
(Consumer electronics, apps, 

networks, CDNs, software)

Chair: Richard Lindsay-

Davies, CEO, DTG

Audiences 
(Audience and consumer groups) 

Chair: Prof Cathy Johnson, 

Professor of Media and 

Comms, University of Leeds



The work of the groups is 
audience led

Ultimately most people will 
naturally move to all IP TV viewing 
over the coming decade

A minority of important viewers 
may not 

These are the focus of the work to 
ensure no viewer is left behind

Focus of working groups



The aim is to help DTG 
members and
wider industry to 
understand and shape 
the transformative
shift in television 
consumption and focus 
on viewer value

Future of TV distribution at DTG



Future of TV distribution at DTG

Content delivery
Ip delivery at scale, low 

latency, seamless access 

across platforms

Service and content 
discovery 
How will the EPG evolve, 

how do viewers setup and 

locate services

Content and 
delivery quality
Video quality, audio 

quality smoothness of 

delivery

Accessibility 
subtitles, audio 

descriptions, language 

options

Service features 
Recording, advertising 

Clear outputs
All with short, mid and 

long terms challenges 

defined with actions for 

DTG working groups



Usability testing project, 
commissioned by Ofcom 
and delivered
by DTG and i2 media 
research

Future of TV distribution at DTG

Explored usability barriers 
for older viewers that 
undermine
confidence and 
independence



DCMS Working group groups will conclude in Nov ‘25

A decision on the road ahead is expected soon following the conclusion of 
the DCMS working groups (Nov 2025) which will then go through 
parliamentary processes.
• The premise is not to talk about a change to universal TV delivery methods 

now
• But to define what would industry need to get in place to enable this in the 

next decade with 2034 a likely target end-date

Future of TV distribution roadmap



A clearer decision on DTT will mean a clearer framework for 
PMSE studies to be initiated

Future of TV distribution roadmap

“Providing clear policy milestones for post-2030, including a primary 
allocation of the band 470-694 MHz for Mobile at WRC-31 and 
harmonised technical conditions.” - GSMA*

*GSMA Response to the RSPG Consultation on the Future Use of the UHF Band August 2025

https://www.gsma.com/about-us/regions/europe/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/GSMA-and-Connect-Europe_Response_RSPG_UHF_Consulation_Aug25.pdf


DTG PMSE group:

PMSE stakeholder collaboration

Provides an overview of the status of new 

technology to support PMSE such as 5G

Inputs into spectrum discussion at Ofcom, WRC, 

DCMS with evidence-based contributions

Collates, shares, and links into other groups 

such as EBU, CEPT, BEIRG, APWPT, UK SPF



Coordination of PMSE spectrum needs for 2031 needs 
to start now

Conclusion

DCMS decision on the future of TV distribution is expected soon

This will give UK a clear strategy for delivering universal TV

It will provide a framework for PMSE audio spectrum studies to be initiated

RSPG is calling for evidence-based planning for the UHF band 



Thank you

Alex Buchan, Chief Technology Officer
Digital TV Group

Learn more about
DTG at dtg.org.uk

All slide deck requests
to comms@dtg.org.uk
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